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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  It was a fine day on Saturday, June 20th with 

four Avantis and five members representing RMAC at the annual Castle 

Rock Cruise In Car Show.  In attendance with their Avantis were  Joe Rink,   

Ben Evans, Richard Knack, and Phil/Marilyn Scott.  What seemed like 

1000’s of appreciative fans and the 350 + display cars represented a wide 

variety of classics including a beautiful 1930 Pierce-Arrow sedan (as you 

may know, Studebaker owned the Pierce-Arrow firm in the early ‘30’s).  We 

were able to park together in the early morning shadow of the County 

Building and we had dozens of citizens interested in our cars all day long. 

We also had fun over lunch together at a nearby restaurant.  Our next 

Chapter event will at the Orphan car portion of the annual Buffalo Bill Days 

show in Golden.  The show is always well-attended with lots to see, do and 

eat.  Hope to see you all there—attached is a pre-registration form for your 

convenience.  Phil Scott 

 

 

 

 



TASK SESSION 
The annual Rocky Mountain Avanti Chapter’s “Task Session” was held on Saturday, May 30th at 

Frank Nekvasil’s garage in Arvada, surprisingly the weather cooperated. 

We had five Avanti’s show up, one  Loewy Coupe, two Corvettes, and a Jeep (no Partridges 

were sighted. 

Attendees were Ben Evans, Joe Rink, Stan Brown, Lynn Metz, Bill Magnusson,  Steve Rosen,  

Phil Scott  and host,  Frank Nekvasil.  We did however have a special guest, Ron Lockhark, who 

came to meet everyone and show us his very nice 1981 Avant II Coupe. 

Joe Rink demonstrated to the group how to replace the front springs on his 1963 Avanti. Steve 

Rosen assisted and that project went very well. 

Coffee and (donuts provided by Steve Rosen) were enjoyed by all. 

Hopefully next year we have more than one project to work on. Let’s have some suggestions. 

A good time was had by all.                                     Frank Nekvasil 

 



 

PEARLS OF WISDOM 

A day without sunshine is like night. 

On the other hand, you have different fingers. 

What happens if you get half scared to death twice? 

Remember, half the people you know are below average. 

He who laughs last …..thinks slowest. 

Change is inevitable, except from vending machines. 

A clear conscience is usually a sign of a bad memory. 

Okay, so what’s the speed of dark? 

 

From the Editor—Thank you Frank for the pictures and arti-

cle. Also, thanks Phil for your articles 

 

And, to the rest of you members, please I would appreciate ar-

ticles to add to Rocky Talk.      

 
 

 



AVANTI – A HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

After becoming Studebaker’s President in February of 1961, Sherwood Egbert felt that the Company needed a dra-

matic new car which would really spark the public’s imagination while encouraging a much-needed sales increase 

and improve the Company’s somewhat conservative styling image.  While on an airplane flight, Egbert roughly 

sketched his design concepts which he subsequently shared with famed industrial designer, Raymond Loewy.  Eg-

bert hired Loewy to design, as quickly as possible, the car which was to become the Avanti (Avanti in Italian means 

“forward”).  Loewy selected a design team consisting of Tom Kellogg, Bob Andrews and John Ebstein, and the team 

was sequestered in a Palm Springs rented California house  for about 40 days while working many long hours.  

Their efforts resulted in a sensational design which was subsequently approved for development and production by 

Studebaker. 

 The result of the Loewy design team efforts included the following features: 

 A fiberglass body with a “coke-bottle” waist, a thin-section roof, and extra-large rear window, razor-edged 

front fenders swept back into a curved rear end and into a elevated tail. 

 Instead of a conventional grill, the car had an air scoop below a thin bumper.  The hood had an asymmet-

rical hump. 

 The interior had aircraft-style instruments and controls, some of which were located above the windshield. 

 Similar to the Alpha Romeo sports car, four slim bucked seats were provided. 

 The car was mounted on a modified Studebaker Daytona 109-inch convertible chassis and provided with 

an upgraded 289 Hawk engine.  As an option, a Paxton Supercharger was offered.  The standard R-1 

model included 3/4-race high lift camshaft, a duel breaker distributor, 4-barrel carburetor and duel exhausts 

which developed 240 horsepower.  The R-2 version developed 290 horsepower. 

 Safety features included a built-in rollbar, a padded interior and door latches which became structural body 

members when closed.  In addition, Bendix front disc brakes were installed (the first American car to use 

them). 

The Avanti was introduced publically with great fanfare on April 26, 1962 at the New York Auto Show and at the 

Annual Studebaker Shareholders Meeting.  Following a successful introduction, however, many production prob-

lems resulting from suppliers and fit/finish issues resulted in delays and many cancelled orders.  At the 1962 Indian-

apolis 500 Race, Avanti was named the honorary pace car and the race-winner, Roger Ward, was awarded an 

Avanti as part of his prize winnings. 

A super-charged Avanti, driven by Andy Granatelli, at the Bonneville Salt Flats hit 168 mph while a modified version 

was clocked at 196 mph! 

The 1963/64 Avanti models had a base price of $4445 as compared to a less practical Corvette Sting Ray 2-seat 

coupe cost $4252.  3834 Avantis were built in 1963 and 809 were classified as 1964 models. 

Following Studebaker’s demise two South Bend, Indiana car dealers bought all rights to Avanti and continued to 

manufacture a hand-built Avanti version of the car (with Corvette engine) for about 20 years.  Several subsequent 

versions of Avanti have be manufactured since with, what appears to be, final production in 2007. 



 


